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Board Report:  Five board members were present for the meeting.  Determined the Board needed to assign a Chairman of the Board to call the meetings to order and to keep discussions moving.  Marisa Chew was selected.  Board recommended purchasing new jumps for the 2008 show season.  Background:  early in 2008 during the Show Committee meetings the class lists were developed and more jumper and hunter classes were added.  Although members initially thought they could build or borrow the extra jumps, time is now getting the best of us so we went out for some quotes on having jumps built.  We also got some quotes on sets of jump sleeves, made of nylon and locally manufactured.  The idea of the sleeves is to use the hanging banner from the sleeves for jump sponsor logos and information.  Also on our wish list is 10 sets of new trash cans with handles and lids, weed and feed the grounds, increase lighting at the main ring and on the grounds in the trailer parking areas, and purchase two more picnic tables.  
The excavation work is complete for the new bathrooms, waiting for good weather so the concrete can be poured and the building should be complete by the Spring Show.

General Meeting:  Called to order at 7:31.  Secretary’s report read and approved.  Treasurers report not available.  Membership Report:  56 members for 2008.  A new waiver has been established and must be signed when memberships are purchased.  Vice President Terri Dickson reported that President Emily Twilly was ill, and Terri would chair the meeting.  Marisa reported that someone is donating a lap top computer to the organization, and Terri said she would donate a used printer to keep in the judges stand for shows.  Larry Graeff let everyone know he would be working as the organization publicist, and will work on some articles for local papers, as well as working with local TV stations to cover some of our events.
Correspondence:  None
Show Committee Report – Diane Cicak and Marisa Chew are the Show Committee Co-Chairs for 2008.  Their contact information:  Diane Cicak – 717-903-8543, Marisa Chew – 717-469-7390.  All prize lists for the season are complete, and all show dates are established.  We still need to finalize the ribbons, and finalize the series end and high point awards.  We are still waiting for Pony Club to provide classes for a year end award.  If the classes aren’t provided by the next Show Committee meeting, this award will be scrapped for this year.  The show committee is still looking for show chairs for several Wednesday night shows as well as the Spring and Fall shows.  If you are interested in running one of these shows, please call either Diane or Marisa to find out what dates are available.  We are still looking for judges for the Spring and Fall shows, but we do have judges for the Wednesday series and the Dressage show.  (Ann Girard is providing Hunt Seat judges for the Wednesday series.)  Discussion was held over the purchase of jumps.  Given that at least half of the new jumps have to be wood, there was some objection to going back to wood jumps.  They are much heavier and more difficult to work with than the PVC jumps.  Since the shed is full, we also have to come up with a storage solution for the new jumps.  Decision was made to buy new jumps, ½ of the sets will be wood and ½ of the sets will be PVC.  The price does not include cups, pins and wood rails.  The new wood jumps will come unpainted, but the Manestreamers 4H club has volunteered to do the painting.  We are currently looking for a supplier or manufacturer of round rails for the wood jumps.  Discussion was also held on sponsors.  Members, please check out the sponsor form attached to this newsletter and solicit local businesses.  Members voted not to purchase the jump sleeves and associated banners at this time.  If we do get sponsors for the jumps, the show committee will determine how to display the sponsor information and decorate the jumps.  
Implementing a special award on the grounds this year for juniors – in order to acknowledge and nurture the  young people that are on the grounds during our events, the Youth Sportsmanship Award will be given to anyone under 18 who displays sportsmanlike conduct while on the grounds and is anonymously nominated during any show.  Additionally, a leadline division has been added to the Wednesday series.

Members voted to not use the Driving Show (July 12) as a benefit show, but to provide donations at the end of the year to local organizations.  Therefore separate sponsors will not be solicited for the driving show.

We have implemented a Best Turn Out Award for both English and Western riders at the Spring and Fall shows.  

Watch the newsletter and prize lists for more information.

We may implement a nomination procedure for next show season.  This would expand the number of awards for all competitors, not expand the number of awards for one person, and would include end of year awards like Horse of the Year.  More to come on that later!
Volunteers are always needed for pre-show set-up, for show days, grounds keeping, kitchen, etc.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Diane Cicak or Marisa Chew.
Show Committee Members:
Diane Cicak, Marisa Chew, Jim Theurer, Sue Kuntz,  Christy Ritchie, Terri Dickson,  Erica Freed, Jacy Frey,

Cindy Bohn, Larissa Amsden, Jessica Berman, Carol Ackerman 

Old Business:  The Holiday Party and Awards Dinner that was held in February was very nice, but was poorly attended.  Sue Kuntz did a fantastic job organizing the party and provided fantastic door prizes (from Almosta Tack Shop – thanks, Kim) as well as a Silent Auction.  Since we get better attendance at the Officers Dinner we are considering combining the two and providing the year end awards at the Officers Dinner.
New Business:  Jim Theurer will get an estimate on upgrading the ring lights as well as some grounds lighting.  
Since the new jumps were approved, we also will need to purchase a wagon or trailer, and a tarp to store them under.  Will most likely store them by the outside ring. 

Jerry requested and received approval to take the tractor to Walters for service.

Members voted to not use the Driving Show (July 12) as a benefit show, but to provide donations at the end of the year to local organizations.  Therefore separate sponsors will not be solicited for the driving show.
Motion was made and carried to increase Twin Brooks jump rental and equipment fees to $300.

Need to review bylaws and update the term of Board of Directors.

Webmaster asked if we should purchase a contract from the web hosting organization.  Members determined to continue to pay by the month due to constant changes in technology.  

Diane Cicak is contacting Donald Egan and will explore setting up a jumping clinic.

Need to review cost of our insurance coverage for the grounds.  Can we get better coverage for less money with a different company? 

Visited the PA Farm Bureau stand at the Horse Expo.  The agency is willing to send someone out to address personal horse insurance, property insurance for horse owners and state and federal tax preparation for equine businesses.  
As the organization publicist, Larry Graeff is looking for historical documents to include in the articles he’s planning to publish.  

Marisa and Teresa will explore the 501(c)(3) options and will be able to report on our next move by the April 7 meeting.  Currently looking for an attorney for a free consultation and will get report on full cost of becoming a non-profit organization.
SAVE THE DATE:  At the May 5 members general meeting, we will present a guest speaker from State Farm Insurance to discuss farm policies.  The speaker will start at 7:00 pm, with the board meeting preceding it at 6:30.  After the guest speaker, we will hold a regular business meeting.  All members and their guests are invited to attend.  The meeting will be held at the show grounds, and if we’re lucky, the weather will be good enough to sit outside…
2008 Officers and Board Members
President:  Emily Twilly
Vice President:  Terri Dickson

Treasurer:  Sue Kuntz 
Secretary:  Jim Theurer

Board Member:  Skip Manchester 
Board Member:  Donna Graeff 
Board Member:  Larry Graeff 
Board Member:  Marisa Chew 
Board Member:  Jim Theurer 
Membership:  Lynn Witmer 
The website address for Twin Brooks is www.tbhsa.com The email address is twinbrooks@tbhsa.com.  

Many of the attached pages to this newsletter are double-sided, so turn the page over to get the most out of your newsletter  (
To renew your membership for 2008 visit our website (www.tbhsa.com) for an online version of the membership form.  The form is attached to this newsletter as well, with the new membership POC provided.  The member waiver is on the reverse side of the membership form.
We hate to lose you, but if you haven’t paid your 2008 dues, this will be your last newsletter.
CALENDER OF EVENTS for 2008:
All events are held on the show grounds unless otherwise noted: 

April 7 – Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
April 9 – 13 – Dog Show

April 19 – Arena Driving Trial (rain date April 20)

April 27 – Spring Open Show

May 5 - Board meeting and member meeting.6:30 & 7
              Guest speaker will be attending – State Farm Agent will discuss writing farm policies.  
May 18 – Dressage Schooling Show

June 2 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
June 8 – All Western and Gaming Show

June 18 – Wednesday Night Schooling Show

June 28 - CATRA
July 7 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
July 9 – Wednesday Night Schooling Show

July 12 – Driving Show

July 23 – Wednesday Night Schooling Show

August 2 - CATRA
Aug 4 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
August 6 – Wednesday Night Schooling Show

August 20 – Wednesday Night Schooling Show

August 23 - CATRA
Sept 1 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
October 5 – Fall Open Show

Oct 6 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
October 19 – Fun Show and Tack Swap

Oct 23 – 26 – Dog Show

Nov 3 - Board meeting and member meeting.7 & 7:30
ADVERTISEMENTS AND FOR SALE ADS
Free ads are for members only.
Please note:  If you currently have an ad on our website as a member and are not current with your 2007 dues, the ad will be removed by March 31, 2008.

	  Prairie Fire Farms

Full Care Boarding, Riding Lessons, Training and Sales!!!!
7720 Fishing Creek Valley Road, Harrisburg, PA  17112

Owner:  Emily Twilley

717-469-2756

Or check out our website @  www.prairiefirefarms.com

	R. J. Cackovic, Inc

5820 Linglestown Road, Hbg., PA  17112

Automobile Sales, Car-Truck-Van Rentals or Lease

Horse Trailers for sale

Complete Auto Service Center

Phone:  717-541-9600/Cell 979-5659

Email:  rjcwheels@pa.net


ALMOSTA TACK SHOP

847 Dry Run Road

Grantville, PA   17028

717-469-1944
www.almostatackshop@aol.com 

Hours:  Monday 3:30 – 7:30,

Tuesday – Thursday 3:30 – 8:00;

Friday 3:00 – 8:00, Saturday 10:00 – 5:00 

(Other hours – if we’re home we’ll be glad to open for you!!!)

Shop Closed 1st Tuesday of the month and Holidays
Almosta Tack Shop gives Twin Brooks members a 10% discount on all consignment purchases.  No discount on new items.
HOMESTEAD FARM

Harrisburg, PA

717-756-3019

Boarding, Training, Sales, Lessons and Leases

Specializing in Hunters, Jumpers, Equitation, Dressage

Contact Trainer Shira Horowitz for more information

717-756-3019 or email pondprincess@comcast.net
Horse Boarding – one stall available!  Full board only.  Draft Horses welcome.  Location:  Newport, Perry County, PA (25 miles NW of Harrisburg).  Stall will open April 2008.  Private barn, no kids, quiet, peaceful atmosphere.  Owner has 38 years of experience in professionally showing/training horses, 18 years with draft horses.  Full board consists of 12’ X 13’ box stall, bedding/hay/pasture/daily turnouts/ fresh water and grain.  All top quality feeding.  Local vet is 15 minutes away, farm farrier is a Certified Journeyman.  Board fee is $275 per month.  For photos and more information go to 

http://www.woodfinncarriagecompany.com

Curious about competitive trail riding?

Your Twin Brooks Secretary, Jim Theurer, is hosting a 25 mile competitive trail ride on Sunday, July 27 at Weiser State Forest.  If we make a profit from the ride, it will be donated to 4-H Trail Blazers.  Jim needs 2 volunteers for every rider and is hoping to have 40 riders. (So he needs lots of volunteers!!!)  If anyone is interested in helping Jim, he would love to put you to work.  We will need help with food, at water stops and with traffic control. Volunteers eat for free and there is a 40 room bunk house available for volunteers to spend the night if they want.  If anyone is interested in volunteering or riding in the event, please call Jim at 717-827-2130 or email at jimbob113@hotmail.com.
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